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hampered by elements that appear to them to be not only
useless but pernicious. Such men as Bishop Gobat, of
Jerusalem; Dr. Crawford, of Damascus; Drs. Thomson,
Van Dyck, and Jessup, of Beyrout; Mr. Calhoun and Mr.
Bird, of <Abeih; Mr. Gerald F. Dale, of Zahleh; Mr. Falls-
cheer, of Nablds—to name only a few of those who are gone
—received the willing tribute of love, honor, and reverence
from Moslems, Druses, and Christians. The death of such
men comes as a public calamity. When Mr. Fallscheer
passed away in one of the fanatical centres of Palestine—
Nablus, the ancient Shechem—Mohammedans joined with
Christians in pleading for the right to carry his coffin from
the church to the grave. " Our father is dead/5 they said,
"and we are orphans.33 *
The progress of missionary effort among the Druses has
been hampered by their very readiness to accept Chris-
tianity, following the operation of a fundamental doctrine
inherited from the Isma'iliyeh, which permits them to de-
clare themselves to be of any faith that suits their conven-
ience. "Other religions are cloaks/' so says the old doc-
trine. "The esoteric religion is the real man. God knows
your heart, so put on the cloak of any religion that suits
your purpose/3 It is next to impossible to get a native
Christian to acknowledge the possibility of the actual con-
version of any Druse. While the sincerity of individual con-
versions has been tested in the judgment of English and
American missionaries, there is no doubt that the general
conduct of the Druses gives support to the cynical attitude
of the Syrians. Before their conquest by Ibrahim Pasha in
1835, the Druses had made some pretence of being Moslems,
lest they be confounded with the Christians who suffered
oppression. When the conqueror, however, proposed to
draft these splendid sons of the Lebanon mountains into his
army, they determined to seek immunity by declaring them-
selves to be Protestants. Almost every day for several
years the American missionaries were pestered with deputa-
tions from this or that village, begging for preachers, for
schools, for catechists. Naturally the Americans proceeded
1 Quoted in Richter's work (op, c&), pp. 233, 234.

